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Preventing choking injuries in children: a key role 
to play for the Latin-American community 

The SusySafe project is 

back with two workshops 

entitled “Preventing chok-

ing injuries in children: a 

key role to play for the 

Latin-American communi-

ty”. The first was held on 

the 1st September in Ro-

sario, Argentina, during 

the 32nd congress of oto-

rhinolaryngology. Orga-

nized in collaboration 

with the AFP-Asociacion 

Argentina de Otor-

rinolaringología y fonoau-

diologia pediatrica and 

under the patronage of 

the Italian Embassy in Ar-

gentina, the meeting re-

sulted in the active partic-

ipation of many doctors 

and authority from Italy 

and Argentina. The 

roundtable was opened 

with the introduction of 

Eng. Gabriele Paparo, sci-

ence attaché to Italian 

Embassy, which support-

ed the project and the 

scientific cooperation be-

tween Italy and Argentina 

with immense success. 

Dr. Peppino Grande, Ital-

ian vice-consul and Dr. 

Alejandro Ceccato, depu-

ty minister of the Ministry 

of Science, Technology 

and Productive Innova-

tion in Argentina were 

also presented. Prof. Da-

rio    Gregori introduced 

data collected in the last 

years, with a relevant 

attention to the activities 

conducted in Argentina, 

at the present time active 

with 15 researching cen-

ters, with the cooperation 

of otolaryngologists and 

surgeons. Excellent exam-

ple of the synergistic co-

operation of Susy Safe 

project and South Ameri-

ca is the collaboration 

with Prof.  Hugo Rodri-

guez, head of the depart-

ment of respiratory en-

doscopy in the pediatric 

hospital Juan P. Garrahan  

(Buenos Aires) and  his 

group,  group, Dr. Magda-

lena Roquez, Dr. Giselle 

Cuestas,  
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 Dr. Susana Tortosa, Dr. Bibiana Paoli, Dr. Hugo Botto and Dr. Alberto Iñón, who shared their 
knowledge with foreign bodies and accident prevention and implemented the database with 
many data and their experience. The second workshop was held on the 3rd September 2012 at 
the Italian Cultural Institute (ICI) of San Paolo (Brazil). There as well, the Susy Safe project found 
the endorsement of the Italian Embassy, enthusiastic participant at the event. Dr. Giovanni Sac-
co, chief of ICE - Italian Institute for Foreign Trade in Sao Paulo, have actively collaborated with 
Susy Safe staff to organize and promote the meeting. Among the speakers Prof. Dario Gregori, 
Dr. Hugo Rodriguez, Dr. Dayse Manrique, coordinator of otorhinolaryngology clinic of the AACD- 
Associacao de Assistencia a Crianca Deficiente in Brazil, Dr. Juliana Alves de Sousa, Dr. Juliana 
Sato Hermann and Dr. Paschoal Napolitano. The two roundtables focused the attention to the 
gravity and increasing number of accidents and demonstrated, in front of a qualified institution-
al representation, how this international group is a point of absolute reference for foreign body 
injuries in Latin-America.  The  research  on  Preventing  Foreign  Bodies  Injuries  in chil-
dren  has  been  approved  within  the  framework  of  the Executive  Programme  for  2011-
2013  of  the  Agreement  of Cultural, Scientific  and Technological  Cooperation between Ita-
ly  and  Argentina,  signed  in  1997  by  the  General Directorate for Cultural  Cooperation  of 
the Italian Ministry of  Foreign  Affairs  (MAE)  and  the  Ministry  of  Science, Tecnolo-
gy  and  Industrial  Innovation  of  Argentina (Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación 
Productiva - MINCYT) for the 3-years period 2011-2013. Susy Safe is an official project support-
ed by the Directorate-General of the European commission and enjoys a Permament European 
Commission Endorsement.  
 

 

 

All presentations held at the Brazilian round table can be found in pdf format on the Susy Safe 

website, in the section  “Latest news”.  
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